


Death of John Reno 


By YVONNE DALEY 

The Vermont Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
will be dedicated Saturday in Sharon. Viet- 
nam veteran John Smith Reno had planned to 
attend the ceremony. But Reno will not be at 
the dedication of the memorial that meant so 
much to him. , 

Reno was buried in Greenwich, Conn., 
Thursday, dead at 33. He drowned in a boating 
accident Oct. 24. 

His absence at the dedication services is 
particularly sad to those who knew the Fair 

Haven artist during the last years of his life, 
as Reno: struggled with his post-Vietnam 
depression and alcoholism. 

“He had his problems,”’ said Don Bodette, 
special projects director of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America, Chapter 1, and chair- 
-manof the Veteran’s Association Program. 

Reno had been trying for the last few years 
to put together the scrambled pieces his life 
had become after his tour of duty in Vietnam. 

Some of his problems could be attributed to 
Reno’s experiences in Vietnam. Others were 
ee by other incidents in his life, Bodette 
said. 

But, problems aside, said Bodette, Reno 
was a wonderful friend, a talented man with a 
big heart and an ability to turn even the most 
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A Finki Rest for This Vietnam Veteran 


ordinary objects into works of art. 

‘A lot of times he would be walking along 
the side of road and find a stone and see 
something in it and go home and carve it,” 
Bodette said. 

One of the projects he had been working on 
for some time was a life-sized sculpture of a 
Vietnam veteran. He wanted it displayed in 
the Rutland Depot Park where Veteran’s Day 
and Memorial Day celebrations are held. 
Bodette had been his model. 

Psychiatrists said Reno suffered from what 
has been called Post-Vietnam Stress 
Disorder. He had reoccuring nightmares, or 
*“flashbacks’’ in which he thought his wife, gas 
station attendants and police were Viet Cong. 
He also suffered from psychotic and life- 
threatening reactions to alcohol and a fear of 
Agent Orange poisoning, he said a year and a 
half ago while working on the sculpture. 

Reno hoped completion of the statue would 
put some of his nightmares to rest. It was 
something he wanted to do for the Rutland 
chapter of the Vietnam Veterans of America 
whom, he said, “had saved his life.”’ 

“I’m alive because of the VVA,”’ he told a 
reporter, attributing his ‘“‘coming out’’ of 14- 
year depression and anger, withdrawal and 
apathy two years ago to Bodette and other 


members of the VVA. 

“I felt really badly about his death, but 1 
was very happy to have known him. He wasa 
very good friend,” said Bodette. 


“When I first met him, he was in very bad’ 
shape. He used to say the VVA saved his life. 
It wasn’t the VVA that saved his life; it was: 
him. He just never realized it,’’ said Bodette. — 

Reno had felt very positive about the 
memorial because it signified recognition 
the service of Vietnam-era veterans to their 
country. It was the actualization of the dream 
he hadn’t completed, the statue that remains 
something perpetually undone now that ke/has 
died. He 
State Rolice at Fishgill, N.Y., said Reno 
drowned in the Hudson River near Wapp- 
inger, N.Y., Oct. 24 when he fell off a boat he 
and a friend were sailing from Vermont to 
Connecticut. . 


‘’ Police said an autopsy showed the chuse of 


death was drowning. No foul play is 
suspected. His body was found eight days 
after the incident. © | 

Mr. Reno, was born in Greenwich, Conn., 
May 24, 1949. He lived most of his life in 
Golden’s Bridge, N.Y. He has one daughter, 
Veronica Joni Smith of Golden’s Bridge. 
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‘Slab of Marble Challenge for Vietnam Vet 


By YVONNE DALEY 
FAIR HAVEN — The Vermont Marble Com- 
pany has given-a local-Vietnam veteran a 
$3,000 slab of marble on which he will attempt 
to carve out his frustration in America’s 
failure to recognize the Vietnam veteran. 


Because ‘he believes he owes-his life to the #4 


Rutland * Chapter of Vietnam “Veterans of 
America, John Reno, 35, ‘of Fair Haven will 
spend the next six months or more See an 
edifice to show his thanks. | _ 


The project, Reno said, would’ ‘not be possi-. 


ble without Vermont Marble Company’ s help 


and fellow veteran, Mark Truhan, a ‘counselor 5a 


with the Vermont Job Service.. 


Vermont Marble is donating ‘the marble for . 


a life-size sculpture of a Vietnam veteran. — 


Reno will work at Vermont. Marble’ s show 





ie 


Vi tnam veteran, made ar- 


rangements for Reno to work at Vermont Mar- 
ble through the Vermont Job Service. Reno 


~-hopes that, along with a room to work in, he 
will have a display of veteran-related ” 
Material, an American flag, and a box for 


donations to the VVA in the room. 
-» How allthis came about is an example of the 


VA's philosophy in action: ‘veterans helping 
yeterans,”’. 


“I’m alive beebass of the VVA,”’ said Reno, 


, one of many veterans who has experienced 
. hard times since returning home from the 


war, ._ 
Reno suffers from what psychiatrists call 


2 “Post-Vietnam Stress Disorder.’’ 


Re-occuring nightmares, “flashbacks’’ in 


which he thought his wife, gas station Sitios! 
: dants. “ife-th olice were Viet Cong, psychotic. 
reating reactions to alcohol, suicide 
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made the last 14 years living hell for Reno. 

His wife, Kathy, agrees the years have been 
difficult, but believing in her husband and his 
artwork, she encouraged him repeatedly to 
contact the VVA and get some help. 

Finally, Reno listened to her. 

_ “7 thought the vets (veteran organizations) 
were a bunch of idiots,’”’ he said, “but I was 
wrong.”’ 

Donald Bodette, the founder of the first VVA 
chapter in America, “saved my life,’ said 
Reno. He and Albert Trombley, rented a motel 
room for Reno when the Veterans Administra- 
tion Hospital in White River Junction would 
not help him with his alcohol problem. 

Bodette and Trombley spent days with Reno 
as he ‘“‘dried out,’”’ helping him through the 
rough hours, talking to him when ~ Became 


(See Page 20: Vet) Scag (EA 
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expressive and realisties: ; 


: Ay 
= Ie 


; tha danger of shrapnel Lodwed 1 in his neck have 
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Artist and Vietnam veteran John Reno of Fair Haven 
sits in the studio of the barn he has restored. Reno will be 
sculpting 9 life-size Vietnam veteran in marble donated 
_by The Vermont Marble Company. 


depressed, being his friend when he became 
dangerous. 

“‘Don came over here three times a week to 
make sure I was alive.” 

- Over the months, Reno has come Scatcaf the 
closet,”’ accepting some counseling, but most- 
ly the friendship of men who, ‘like him, must 


' live with memories that are repulsive. -. 


. Reno talks of his experiences in Vietnam 
with bitterness and pain. He is not one to 
mince words. Stacking the dead bodies up, 
knowing he has killed, fear and disgust, these 
are the memories he has tried to work out with 
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‘Carving in marble ‘and. wood, the bodies of 
biras and women, sailboats and Indians are 


But, it is the life-sized Vietnam veteran that 
consumes his artistic ambition these days. 
Reno sees it as both a way to recognize the 
Vietnam veteran, who he said received no 
honor for serving his 7) and as a per- 
sonal catharsis. 


He said the only statue of a Vietnam veteran 
he knows of in America is. a modernistic 


““wedge’”’ that was recently put on display in 


Los Angeles. Reno said a wedge is a good sym- 


bol of what the Vietnam vet received, but that 
he wants to sculpt something realistic.  —.. 


“The face is important to me. There’s a par- 
ticular look I’ll be after,’’ a pats Ps pare 
ticular expression. ee 





John Reno Profile 
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The model for the statue will be Bodette ‘“‘not™ 
only because he helped me, but because he has 
given so much of himself to Vietnam veterans | 
around here.” : 


Commander for the State Department of the 
Disabled American Veterans, Rutland resi- 
dent Stanley Clark,. would like to keep the 
sculpture in Rutland. Clark said he would like 
to see it downtown where Veteran’s Day and. 
Memorial Day celebrations are held. 


The only thing standing in the way of this - 
project at this time is money. Funds are being © 
raised to pay Reno while he is working. He . = 


-said he will work for minimum wage. ““What’s 


money,” he asked. “Whether I get — or: * 
‘not.F'm going to do it. oe 
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d of Vermont's Vietnam Veterans of 


ge the unfinished statue that was missing 
eri 


for 12 years. 
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An Unfinished Statue 


Helps Vietnam Vets 


Reestablish Old Ties 


By YVONNE DALEY 

Staff Writer 

ifteen years ago, a group of 
ermonters who were upset 
with their treatment by the 
government, the public and 
traditional veterans organizations, 
became the first chapter of Vietnam 
Veterans of America. 

“We felt that the other veterans 
organizations didn’t want us,” said 
member Don Bodette at the time. 

Bodette hoped the organization 
would draw attention to post-trau- 
matic stress syndrome and to other 
ailments troubling veterans, such as 
the health problems caused by Agent 
Orange. VVA is a national organiza- 
tion, but it honored VVA 1 as its first 
chapter because of the early interest 
in this state. 

One early veteran to seek VVA 
help was John Reno, 35, of Fair 
Haven, who had struggled with alco- 
hol and drug addiction, and depres- 
sion. 

After fellow veterans helped him 






dry out and offered their own form of 


counseling, Reno, an artist, 
expressed his gratitude by carving a 


at 
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“We don't know what he 
had in mind, so we will c 
ate something that will 
keep his original work.” 
—John Berger 





marble statue of a Vietnam veters 
He envisioned a realistic renderin 
of a body handicapped by war anc 
face marked by grief and anger. 
Reno died Oct. 24, 1982 in a bo 
ing accident on the Hudson River 
after having only begun work on t 
statue. Later, fellow veterans look 
for the marble slab he had been 
working on, but could not find it. 
Last year, John Bergeron of 


Rutland became interim presiden: 


VVA 1. He joined in the search an 
found it earlier this year stored at 
quarry not far from Reno’s former 
home. 


Bergeron arranged to have the 
marble moved to the Carving Stu 
a West Rutland gallery and studi: 


“We're inviting all the members 


See Page 6: Statue 


(Continued from Page One) 
the VVA to work on finishing the 
statue,” Bergeron said last week. 
The organization is currently taking 
design ideas and hopes to have the 
art ready for display next Memorial 
Day. : 

They will leave the crude outline 
of a face begun by Reno. 

“We don’t know what he had in 
mind, so we will create something 
that will keep his original work. It 
will be a tribute to the Vietnam vet- 
eran and also a memorial to John 
Reno. It will be something we can all 
work on,” Bergeron said. 

Bergeron is one of a new group of 
Vietnam veterans involved in VVA 1. 

Founding members of the organi- 
zation such as Bodette of Clarendon, 
Roy “Jake” Jacobsen of West 
Rutland, and Mary and Albert 
Trombley, also of Clarendon, have 
taken a less active role in recent 
years. 

“It simply was taking up too much 
of my time and money. That and too 
much heartache. I had to get out for 
myself and my family,” says Bodette, 
46, a grandfather of six. 

“It was a sad period of my life. It’s 
never behind you, but I had to try to 
give myself a little space from it day 
after day,” said Bodette who has seen 
several early members of the organi- 
zation die, including Michael Dodge, 
a musician who committed suicide. 

“The government likes to talk 
about volunteerism and promote vol- 
unteers. But they don’t make it easy 


for you, and they're not there for you 
when you need help,” he said. 

Mary Trombley, a traffic control 
official with the Air Force who 
helped train Vietnamese and 
American pilots, said she and her 
veteran husband are no longer 
active in the VVA. “We kind of got 
burned ont and had to take a break 
from it. You can only do something 
like that for so long,” she said. 


But Bergeron and others, such as 
Jon Pintello of Fair Haven, who 
wanted nothing to do with the orga- 
nization 15 years ago, have taken 
leadership roles in the organization 
in recent years. 

“I was suspicious of any group 
back then,” said Pintello who joined 
the VVA less than a year ago and is 
the organization’s treasurer. Fifteen 
years ago, Pintello resented the 
stereotyping of the Vietnam veteran 
and didn’t want to dwell on his war 
experiences. 

A long-time friend of Reno’s, he 
was hard hit when the artist died 
and still resents what he considers 
an inadequate job of investigating 
the incident by state police in New 
Yor.’ 


Reno, an experienced boater, was 
reported to have drowned while sail- 
ing with a friend from Vermont to 
Connecticut. His body was found 
eight days after the incident. 


“But I finally got to a place where 
I could deal with my feelings. Now 
I’m in all the veterans organizations, 
and I feel they have really come to 
welcome the Vietnam veteran,” 
Pintello said. 


Bergeron said he was drawn to 
the organization when he saw the 
“Moving Wall,” a replica of the 
Vietnam Memorial that was on dis- 
play in Rutland in 1991. Bergeron 
went to Main Street Park to see the 
wall and found himself talking for 
hours with other veterans. 





He joined VVA 1 shortly after- 
wards. 

The organization had gone 
through several! slow years and 
records were scattered in several 
members’ homes. As interim presi- 
dent last year, Bergeron started co! 
solidating records and found news 
articles about Reno. 


Working on Reno’s marble seeme 
like a good project for the group anc 
a way to rekindle interest in the 
organization. The group has also 
been fund-raising to help other vet- 
erans in need. 


As a result, the VVA 1 member- 
ship — which had dropped from 
about 300 in the 1970s to only 30 — 
is now up to 80. 

Last week, Bergeron said Vietnar 
veterans have mixed feelings about 
President Clinton’s decision to nor- 
malize relations with Vietnam. 


“We've spent all these years with 
all these groups going over there 
looking for POWs and MIAs, all to 
no avail. Maybe a different approact 
will work.” he said. 


Bodette, still bitter about the war, 
said he felt the decision to normalize 
relationships with Hanoi was done 
for economic reasons. 


“It’s not so we can have better 
access to records or 2 better chance 
of finding MIAs; it’s because there’s 
money to be made over there,” he 
said. ; 


Despite bitterness, Bodette said 
he is happy that the VVA 1 will work 
to finish Reno's project. 


“It’s unfortunate that things like 
his death happened. He and Michael 
Dodge were two very different sto- 
ries, but they had some things in 
common. Both were talented men 
who were destroyed by their experi- 
ences. Maybe something will come 
out of that still,” he said. 


Vietnam Vet, Artist 
Gets Slab of Marble Vet 


By YVONNE DALEY | 

John Reno, the. Fair 
Haven sculptor who plans 
to carve a life-size statue of 
a Vietnam veteran as both 
a Statement of protest and a 
personal catharsis, finally 
has:a piece of marble for 
the project. - 

The story behind the pro- 
curement of the marble is 
at once humorous and sad, 
frustrating and confusing; 
a story of mixed messages 
and retrieved potential. 


Reno, a veteran with suf- 


ficient -portions of talents 
and troubles, got the idea of 


carving the statue after 
area members of the Viet- 


nam. Veterans of America 
— Rutland Chapter #1 was 
the first in the country — 
helped him through a crisis, 

Deep in depression, going 


nowhere, angry sometimes 


and withdrawn at. others, 
the veteran said he kept to 
himself for years. Painting, 


sculpting and carpentry 


kept him busy. But, anger 
over the ignoring of the 
Vietnam vet by Americans 
lay smoldering within him. 

It would erupt with a 


word, a gesture, a drink. . 


‘them 


- The fuss made over the Ira- 
nian hostages was 
dynamite to his feelings of 
neglect and mistreatment. 
He got dangerous, hostile 
and suicidial. 

The VVA stood by him 
through the last several 
months of “‘coming out.” 
Donald Bodette, VVA 
founder, and Albert 
Trombley stayed with him 


. through nights of released 


frustration and the cleans- 
ing of alcohol from Reno’s 
body. 

: Then,. he felt. he “owed 
something. And 
himself: Thus, the artist 
evolved a solution: Carve 
out his frustration. Give the 
product to those who helped 
with the solution. 

He decided to carve a 
statue of a Vietnam 
veteran, one who had been 
injured, one whose face 
might show horror and also 
pain. 

Atone point, Reno said he 
felt like going to a dump to 
carve the statue because 
that’s where the Vietnam 
veteran in America is. 

Then, he had a 

(See Page 14: Vet) 
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(CSntinued from Page 11) 

frustrating experience with 
Vermont Marble: He 
thought they’d donated a 
$9,000 piece of marble to 
him for the statue. Nancy 
Snyder, public relations 


. manager for Vermont Mar- 


ble, said Reno had 
misunderstood her offer. 


Snyder said she’d told 
Reno she would give him a 
place’ to.work on the marble 
at the facility, not give him 
the marble. 


“A eounselor at Vermont 


@akabeBervice seemed stuck 


in the middle. He: had 


established the meeting 
with Reno and Snyder. Who 
to believe? Oh, well. Snyder 
said the situation was em- 


barassing because people 
over the years had re- 
quested donations of mar- 
ble and been refused. 


Reno, however, and 
Bodette, and Mark Truhan 
of the Job Service and Roy 
Jacobsen, president of the 


Reno Given Marble for Carving 








VVA, worked out the pro- 


blem. . 
The key here was Robert 


Bigelow and Henry Carris, 
owners of Carris Reels Inc. 
and Rutland Plywood. Réno 
had seen a large piece of 
marble by the parking lot of 
Rutland Plywood Co. 


A few phone calls from 
him, Truhan and Bodette, 
the borrow of a truck, a 
hoist from a cherry picker 
at Carris Reels and then to 
Fair Haven with a heavy 
load of white marble. 


Bigelow and Carris 
donated the marble to Reno 
and the VVA. 

Bigelow said, “in a way 
Vermont Marble did donate 
the marble.’ Carris Reels 


and Rutland Plywood are 
located on an old Vermont 
Marble site. The piece was 


one Vermont Marble left 
behind when they moved 
out. Funny how things just 


happen to work out ... some 
times. 


